TR TR RS SR B IR AR EZE, 2012, AT
The Studies of International Society, Vol.1, 43-55

IR IL B IR AR BT Tt 59 %
AV KAV T AR B E 04 HARGER B OFERA

I 8- B R

Abstract

A longitudinal survey has been conducted to reveal the life situation and Japanese lan-
guage acquisition of Indonesian migrant workers who work in Oarai town, Higashi Ibaraki
county, Ibaraki prefecture. The two main foci in the investigation are as follows:

(1) What are the proficiencies of the Indonesian migrant workers of Oarai town like?
(2) How do they overcome the difficulties which arise due to the lack of Japanese
competence?

The result of the investigation showed the fact that most of the Indonesian migrant
workers’ Japanese proficiency is either novice-low or novice-mid as scaled by OPI and that
only among those who have stayed in Japan for five years or more are novice-high and very
few are intermediate. It was also revealed that some of them show novice-low proficiency
after having lived in Japan for more than ten years.

It was also revealed that they depend on the help of the fellows at church or relatives who
have good command of Japanese when they meet difficulties at various situations of life
where they need to communicate in Japanese.

keywords: Japanese language acquisition, Indonesian migrant workers, OPI, participant
observasion
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