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Abstract

Yu Dafu is the only modern writer from mainland China to have visited Taiwan during
Japanese occupation. Which nature could we make of the visit, just six months ahead of the
“July-seventh Incident” when Japanese troops invaded Northern China? It is a “political
event”, or the general literary exchanges, or author’s ordinary travel? What activities did he
undertake during his stay? How was the visit related to his previous visits to Japan? What
were the responses from local press? How was he interpreted and envisioned before and fol-
lowing this visit? Are there any writings with regards the visit? These issues of critical rele-
vance to modern Chinese literary history and Sino-Japanese relationships have been
unresolved due to lack of resources. Through the Japanese pre-war official secret files and a
detailed investigation of the first-hand materials in Taiwan, this paper reconstituted this
episode and provided further reliable substances for fleshing out the literary history.
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