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Abstract

During the last decades much research work was done about the role of the imperial
court, the Tennd and nobles during the early modern period. But research about the retainers
of the court and of court nobles households were still a very limited number.

The Sambb-in is the leading temple of the important and large Daigo-ji temple of the
Shingon-school of Buddhism located in the city of Ky6to. The Sambo-in was also head of one
branch of mountain priest (yamabushi). The head of the Sambo-in was elected from the
highest class of court nobles. For running this residence, managing the sub temples and the
mountain priest the Sambd-in had higher retainers, 4-5 families, and about 10 families of
middle retainers. These families worked for many generations for the Sambo-in. A lot of
adoptions occurred to ensure the existence of these families. The lower class of retainers was
normally engaged only for one generation, but some of their families also worked some gen-
erations for the temple. In this report, the organization, grant, punishment, connections of the
retainers is been examined.
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