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Abstract

Marriage migration constitutes a significant part of globalization in East Asia. Confronting
a rapidly declining working-age population, South Korea receives a large number of foreign
women as spouses of its male citizens while also prohibiting the settlement of unskilled
foreign workers who are mostly male. A multicultural family policy was established in the
mid-2000s aimed at promoting the integration of marriage migrants and their children into
Korean society. Since then women who migrate for marriage have garnered more attention
than ever before from many spheres, including the mass media, private companies, civil activ-
ism, local administration, and the academia. This social trend spurred the formation of mar-
riage migrant women’s collectivities across nationalities, ethnicities, and religions.

Based on qualitative research in metropolitan Seoul, this article explores the salience of
community building and organizing of marriage migrant women in recent years. Their collec-
tive activities are classified into three organizational types: in affiliation with government
institutions, in affiliation with Korean women’s movements, and independent organizations.
This article examines the struggle marriage migrant women experience in terms of Korean
ethnic conformity and their efforts to be recognized in Korean society, providing some
insights on “multiculturalism from below.”
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