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Abstract

Folk costumes change during the times, taking influences from the city, adjusted them to
the social environment and the social role of its wearer.

In the 19" century citizens demanded a national dress, a dress which reflexes the national
spirit and the old tradition. Old costumes were restored, folk costumes were reinvented.

Overall, the 19" century saw a lot of costumes. The carnival along the river Rhine rein-
vented the costumes of former city guards, the carnival of the Black Forest reinvented the
archaic masks of the early modern period, and in medieval cities historical events were re-
enacted. Most famous is festival of a medieval wedding of the city of Landshut. All this fes-
tivals became a part of the local identity and a part of the identity of the participants.

Focusing on the Upper Bavarian county side on the feet of the Alps, this area saw a pow-
erful revival of local folk costumes from the end of the 19™ century, based on some few relicts.
This movement was fostered by members of the royal family, wealthy citizens and local intel-
ligentsia like teachers and officials. Often being an invented tradition, the members of the
many preservation societies claimed that the folk costume is an unchangeable old tradition.
Never the less they adjusted their societies to National Socialism of the 30" or the tourism of
the 50™. The folk costume of today may be an invented tradition; however it plays an impor-
tant part in the social life of today’s Upper Bavarian villages.

Today a kind of Bavarian folk costume is popular not only on Munich’s Oktoberfest, but
also on other festivals around the country. People enjoy a second festival identity by dressing
in Bavarian style clothes. This festival identity allows playing a different role, the wearers
normally hesitates to do because of the daily behaviour code.
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