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Abstract

Marksmen’s clubs in Germany have a long tradition a play an important role in the social
life of the northern and western parts of Germany. During the Medieval Ages, many towns
had to find ways to defend themselves. For this reason associations and fraternities were
founded. Only wealthy citizens could afford to buy a rifle and to be member of the town's
marksmen. Accompanying the military exercises, festivities and festive processions were
held. In catholic areas the marksmen’s fraternities are closely connected to the churches. The
military significance lessened over the course of the centuries, but the festivities were an
important part of the lifecycle. In the 19th century many associations and clubs, like chorus
clubs and shooting clubs were founded. In the times of National Socialism the shooting clubs
were used for military education. Today the shooting sport attracts young people, but still the
traditional festivities are an important part of the German tradition.

In this report the marksmen’s fraternity of the city of Geseke in Westphalia is introduced
as an example of a traditional shooting club still holding up old traditions and preserving the
connection to the catholic church . This introduction of the regulations is thought as a first step
for the comparison with other shooting clubs and marksmen associations in former times.
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