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Abstract

This paper researched a famous anti-war script written by Xia Yan in 1942. About Xia
Yan, Japanese academia is not unfamiliar to him. But the researches in the past almost inter-
ested his works written in Shanghai in the nineteen thirties, such as “a bonded laborer”(1935),
“Sai Jinhua”(1936), “Under the roofs of Shanghai”(1937). If we compare Xia Yan with the
other famous literary contemporaries such like Lu Xun, Guo Moruo, Yu Dafu, Tian Han, Mao
Dun, and Shen Congwen, we will find that his literary works have obvious class conscious-
ness, because he was also a member of the Communist Party in charge of cultural leadership.
The script “Fascist Bacteria” was written in the war of resistance against Japan in 1942,
which shows a strong anti-fascist tone. The protagonist Dr. Yu Shifu is a Microbial scientist,
who believed that “scientific universal” and “science supremacy”, and be indifferent to the
political and current affairs. He gradually awakened in the war, and finally agreed to partici-
pate in the war to defend the motherland as a doctor who works in the The Red Cross Hospital.
The script describes the complex process about the big change of hero’s thought.

In this paper, through the historical investigation, we found that when the author Xia Yan
wrote the script, the hero Dr. Yu had actually a prototype. And we also found the historical
reasons about why author had to studiously avoided talking about this issue.
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