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The sensation with which I touched my lips and my finger tips to his
soft flesh only comes once to a mother. It must be the pure animal

sensation; nothing spiritual could be so real —so poignant.?’
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Perhaps—no, [ am not going. I’'m not going to be forced into doing
things. 1don’t want to go abroad. I want to be let alone. Nobody
has any right—except children, perhaps—and even then, it seems to me
—or it did seem— (109) [Italics mine]
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“The trouble is,” sighed the Doctor, grasping her meaning intui-
tively, “that youth is given up to illusions. It seems to be a provision
of Nature; a decoy to secure mothers for the race. And Nature takes
no account of moral consequences, of arbitrary conditions which we
create, and which we feel obliged to maintain at any cost. 7

“Yes,” she said. “The years that are gone seem like dreams—if
one might go on sleeping and dreaming—but to wake up and find—oh!
well! perhaps it is better to wake up after all, even to suffer,
rather than to remain a dupe to illusions all one’s life.” (109—110)

[Italics mine]
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I love you, ....only you; no one but you. It was you who awoke me
last summer out of a life-long, stupid dream.... We shall be every-
thing to each other, Nothing else in the world is of any consequence.
(107) [Italics mine]
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Most women are moody and whimsical. This is some passing whim of
your wife, due to some cause or causes which you and I needn’t try to
fathom. But it will pass happily over, especially if you let her alone.
(66) [Italics mine]
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Their home from the outside looked like a prison, with iron bars
before the door and lower windows.... A black woman, wiping her
hands upon her apron, was closge at his heels...., the woman—plainly
an anomaly—claiming the right to be allowed to perform her duties,
one of which was to answer the bell. (59) [Italics mine]
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When the maid awoke her in the morning Edna was dreaming of Mr.
Highcamp playing the piano at the entrance of a music store on Canal
Street, while his wife was saying to Alcée Arobin, as they boarded an
Esplanade Street car:

“What a pity that so much talent has been neglected! But I must
go.” (75)
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Above all, there was understanding. She felt as if a mist had been
lifted from her eyes, enabling her to look upon and comprehend the
significance of life, that monster made up of beauty and brutality.

But among the conflicting sensations which assailed her, there was

neither shame nor remorse. (83) [Italics mine]
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Madame Lebrun was busily engaged at the sewing-machine. A little
black girl sat on the floor, and with her hands worked the treadle of
the machine. The Creole woman does not take any chances which may
be avoided of imperiling her health. (22)
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Edna began to feel like one who awakens gradually out of a dream. a
delicious, grotesque, impossible dream, to feel again the realities pres-
sing into her soul.... She slept but a few hours. They were troubled
and feverish hours, disturbed with dreams that were intangible, that
cluded her, leaving only an impression upon her half-awakened senses

of something unattainable. (32—33) [ltalics mine]
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A feeling of exultation overtook her, as if some power of significant
import had been given her soul. She grew daring and reckless, over
estimating her strength, She wanted to swim far out, where no
woman had swum before. (28) [Italics mine]
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In short, Mrs. Pontellier was beginning to realize her position in the
universe as a human being, and to recognize her relations as an indi-
vidual to the world within and about her. This may seem like a pon-
derous weight of wisdom to descend upon the soul of a young woman
of twenty-eight—perhaps more wisdom than the Holy Ghost is usually
pleased to vouchsafe to any woman.... But the beginning of things, of
a world especially. is necessarily vague, tangled, chaotic, and exceed-
ingly disturbing. (14—15) [Italics mine]
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I would give up the unessential; I would give money, I would give my
life for my children; but l wouldn’t give myself. | can’t make it more
clear; it’s only something which [ am beginning to comprehend, which

is revealing itself to me. (48) [Italics mine]
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