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Abstract

Rambling or walking is a popular leisure activity in Germany. 40% of the population is a
regular rambler. It is no wonder that it is regarded as an important tourism market. Today,
there is a tendency to design and rate premium trails, and many tourist destinations are eager
to develop their trails on their grounds. In the upper middle Rhine valley, there is a route
called the Rhine Height Trail that was laid out at the beginning of the 20™ century, but as a
rambling area, the Rhine Valley became less popular than the Black Forest, the Alps, or the
Thuringian Forest. The upper middle Rhine valley was added to the UNESCO list of World
Heritage Sites in 2002 not only because of its natural and artificial beauty but also because of
its cultural importance. To foster tourism in this region, a Rhine Castle Trail for Ramblers was
planned, but first, the Rheinsteig on the right side of the river was opened in 2005 and is
highly acclaimed by ramblers as one of the best rambling ways in Germany. The trails were a
success, but still, the upper middle Rhine Valley as a tourism destination has to overcome a
difficult accommodation situation, heavy traffic etc. to make the most of the status as a world
heritage.
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ZLERHME L, MR JEE OMEFE, A5HE % T B 217 - 72% 1883412 N 4 v Bhb &l A
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2 Kriiger (2010) p. 21.
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4 Mbérath (2005) p.31.
5 BoB (2003) pp.560-561.
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https://www.wanderbares-deutschland.de/service/qualitaetsinitiativen/qualitactswege
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12 Deutscher Wanderverband.
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14 Brimer (2014) ([2&k % &, ZORMELEOLHEMFIET L I 7 2BEOHE L F UHMETH -7z, p.35.
15 Melhun.

16 Schwibische Alb Tourismusverband e.V.
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