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The {first change came in the ’eighties, with the
earliest detachment of big money-makers from the
West, soon to be followed by the lords of Pitts-
burgh. But their infiltration did not greatly affect
old manners and customs, since the dearest ambi-
tion of the newcomers was to assimilate existing
tradition. ®
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Ralph sometimes called his mother and grandfather
the Aborigines, and likened them to those vanishing
denizens of American continent doomed to be rapid
extinction with the advance of the invading race.
He was fond of describing Washington Square as

2

the “ Reservation,” and of prophesying that before
long its inhabitants would be exhibited at ethnolo-

gical shows, pathetically engaged in the exercise of
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their premitive industries.®
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Undine was fiercely independent and yet passionately
imitative. She wanted to surprise every one by her
dash and originality, but she could not help model-
ling on the last person she met..... ®
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Undine did not even know that there were any
pictures to be seen, muach less that “people” went
to see them; and she had read no new book but
“When The Kissing Had to Stop,” of which Mrs.
Fairford seemed not to have heard. On the theatre
they were equally at odds, for while Undine had
seen “Oolaloo” fourteen times, and was ‘wild’ about
Ned Norris in the “ The Soda-Water Fountain.”
she had not heard of the famous Berlin comedians
who were performing Shakespeare at the German
Theatre, and knew only by name the clever Ame-
rican actress who was trying to give “ repertory”
plays with a good stock company. ®
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...For four or five generations it had been the

rule of both houses that a young fellow should go

to Columbia or Harvard, read law, and then lapse
The only
essential was that he should live “like a gentleman”
— that s,

into more or less cultivated inaction.

with a tranquil disdain for mere money-
getting, a passive openness to the finer sensations,
one or two fixed principles as to the quality of
wine, and an archaic probity that had not yet
learned to distinguish between private and “Busi-
ness” honour. ©
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....Why does the European woman interest herself
so much more in what the men are doing ? Because
she’s so important to them that they make it worth
her while ! She’s not a parenthesis, as she is here
—she’s in the very middle of the picture. I’'m not
implying that Ralph isn’t interested in his wife—he’s
a passionate, a pathetic exception. But even he has
to conform to an environment where all the romantic
values are reversed. Where does the real life of
most American men lie? In some woman’s draw-
ingroom or in their offices? The answer’s obvious.
isn’t it? The emotional center of gravity’s not the
same in the two hemispheres. In The effete socie-

ties it’s love, in our new one it’s business. In



America the real crime passionnel is a ‘big steal’-
there’s more excitement in wrecking railways than
homes. @
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...Fairy stories, even Mother Goose, even Ander-
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still left
but the domestic

sen’s tales and the Contes de Perrault,
me inattentive and indifferent,
dramas of Opympians roused all my creative ener-
gy.... I felt more at home with the gods and
godesses of Opympus, who behaved so much like
the ladies and gentlemen who came to dine, whom
I saw riding and driving in the Bois de Boulogne,
and about whom I was forever weaving stories of
my own.®
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I hang on the sequence of the Custom with beat-

ing heart & such a sense of your craft, your cun-

ning, your devilish resource in the preparation of
& something to

them. It’s done and arch-done,

live for if other things fail, @
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When I was young it used to seem to me that the
group inwhich I grew up was like an empty vessel
into which no new wine would ever again be pour-
ed. Now I see that one of its uses lay in preserving
a few drops of an old vintage too rare to be sa-
voured by a youthful palate.
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