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...... the novel tells a story. That is the funda-

mental aspect without which it coul { not exist. That

is the highest factor common to all novels, and

I wish that it was not so, that it could be someth-
or perception of the
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truth, not this low atavistic form.
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...... Of course we grow old. But a great book
must rest on something more than an ‘of course’,
and The Old Wives Tale is strong, sincere, sad,

it misses greatness.
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impressions ------
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...... let us trace the pattern, however disconnected
and incoherent in appearance, which each sight
or incident scores upon the consciousness. Let us
not take it for granted that life exists more fully
in what is commonly thought big than in what
is commonly thought small.
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...... But then the story might wobble; the plot

might crumble...... The novel, in short, might

become a work of art.
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