Shakespeare & Mannerism
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And new philosophy calls all in doubt,
The Element of fire is quite put out;
The Sun is lost, and th’ earth, and no mans wit
Can well direct him where he look for it...
>Tis all in peeces, all cohaerence gone;
All just supply, and all Relation...
...nor can the Sunne
. Parfit a Circle, or maintaine his way
One inch direct; but where he rose to-day
He comes no more, but with a couzenivg line,
Steals by that point, and so in Serpentine...
...but yet confesse, in this
The worlds proportion disfigured is;
That those two legges whereon it doth rely,
Reward and punishment, are bent awry.
And, Oh, it can no more be questioned,

That beauties best, proportion, is dead. :
(First Anniversary).
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... have of late, but wherefore I know not, lost all my mirth, forgone
all custom of exercises: and indeed it goes so heavily with my
disposition, that this goodly frame the earth, seems to me a sterile
promontory, this most excellent canopy the air, look you, this brave
o’erhanging firmament, this majestical roof fretted with golden fire,
why it appeareth nothing to me but a foul and pestilent congregation

of vapours... (II. ii. 306—15).
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These late eclipses in the sun and moon portend no good to us :

(Lii. 107—8)
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...though the wisdom of Nature can reason it thus and thus, yet
Nature finds itself scourg’d by the sequent effects. Love cools, friend-
ship falls off, brothers divide : in cities, mutinies; in countries, dis-
cord; in palaces, treason; and the bond crack’d ’twixt son and

father. (108—13)
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We have seen the best of our time : machinations, hollowness,
treachery, and all ruinous disorders follow us disquietly to our

graves. (116—20)
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Troy, yet upon his basis, had been down,

And the great Hector’s sword had lack’d a master,
But for these instances:

The speciality of rule hath been neglected;

And look how many Grecian tents do stand

Hollow upon this plain, so many hollow factions.
When that the general is not like the hive,

To whom the foragers shall all repair,

What honey is expected ? Degree being vizarded,
Th’unworthiest shows us fairly in the mask.

The heavens themselves, the planet, and this centre,
Observe degree, priority, and place,

Institute, course, proportion, season, form,

Office, and custom, in all line of order;

And therefore is the glorious planet Sol

In noble eminence enthron’d and spher’d

Amidst the other, whose med’cinable eye

Corrects the ill aspects of planets evil,

And posts, like the commandment of a king,

Sans check, to good and bad. But when the planets
In evil mixture to disorder wander,

What plagues and what portents, what mutiny,
What raging of the sea, shaking of earth,
Commotion in the winds ! Frights, changes, horrors,
Divert and crack, rend and deracinate,

The unity and married calm of states

Quite from their fixture ! O, when degree is shak’d,
Which is the ladder of all high designs,

The enterprise is sick ! How could communities,
Peaceful commerce from dividable shores,

The primogenity and due of birth,

Prerogative of age, crowns, sceptres, laurels,

But by degree, stand in authentic place ?

Take but degree away, untune what string,

And hark what discord follows ! Each

In mere oppugnancy: the bounded waters

Should lift their bosoms higher than the shores,
And make a sop of all this solid globe;

Strength should be lord of imbecility,
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And the rude should strike his father dead;
Force should be right; or, rather, right and wrong—
Between whose endless jar justice resides—
Should lose their names, and so should justice too.
Then everything includes itslef in power,
Power into will, will into appetie;
And appetite, an universal wolf,
So doubly seconded with will and power,
Must make perforce an universal prey,
And last eat up himself.
(Liii. 75—124).
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...] am very proud, revengeful, ambitious, with more offences at
my beck, than I have thoughts to put them in, imagination to give
them shape, or time to act them in. (IILi. 126—29)
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